Firestopping Myth # 84
Electrical Outlet Boxes are UL Rated
and never need to be firestopped.
Metallic and non-metallic outlet boxes for use in fire rated assemblies include both single and
double gang outlet and switch boxes equipped with listed metallic and nonmetallic cover plates.
These outlet boxes are intended for use in bearing and non load bearing wood or steel stud
gypsum wallboard with fire resistance ratings of 2 hours or less. The electrical boxes must be
securely fastened to the studs. Openings in the wallboard facing are to be cut so that the clearance
between the box and the wallboard does not exceed 1/8 Inch. The surface area of individual
metallic or switch boxes must not exceed 16 square inches. In addition, the entire surface of the
boxes must not exceed 100 square inches per 100 square feet of wall surface.
A minimum horizontal distance of 24 Inches must separate electrical boxes on opposite
side of walls or partitions regardless of vertical separation. This minimum horizontal
spacing may only be reduced through the use of UL Classified Wall Opening Protective
Materials, commonly known as Putty Pads. Additionally, “mud rings” may not be substituted
for Tele/Data applications because “mud rings” may not be installed any fire rated wall.

Adding another stud or drywall in between boxes does not restore the fire ratings as
required by the National Electrical Code or the Underwriter’s Laboratories certification.

Electrical boxes cannot be installed
on opposite sides of walls of
staggered stud construction unless
putty pads are installed on each of
the electrical boxes located within
the wall.

Firestop Putty Pad Classifications
Type Of Box

(They all are not the same!)
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Non-Metallic - PVC
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Some
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- Resin

Wall Opening Protective Materials (Putty Pads) are found under the category CLIV in the UL Fire
Resistance Directory Vol. 1 and QCSN in the UL Electrical Construction Equipment Directory for
use on metallic and specific nonmetallic electrical boxes for use in 1 Hr. or 1 & 2 Hr. rated wood
or steel stud walls.

